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A Report On Our Filipino Church-Plant in Lubbock 
Want to know whatõs going on with the Filipino Church plant that we helped to initiate and are 
now supporting with $250 per month out of our General Fund? Hereõs Pastor Padaõs report, 
along with some pictures. 

Ministry Update Report                                                                                                                                     

Filipino International Alliance Church                                                                                                                

Rev. Robert Alan C. Pada 

I praise and thank the Lord for His sustaining grace with the work of church planting here in Lubbock, Texas. It has 

been five months after our Launching Service last November 1, 2009. We started with seven families pledging their 

(Continued on page 6) 

òGod, if my life is perfect, why do I feel so 
restless? Okay, not perfect, but agreeable.  Iõm 
coaching and teaching at my alma mater in a 5A 
football program with the prospect of moving 
up, including a substantial raise. My kids are in an 
excellent school, and we have an incredible 
church family. And, except for the occasional 
disagreement with my wife about spending too 
much time at work, my marriage is excellent. But, 
with everything going so right in my in my life, I 
just feel like something is wrong, like Iõm 
supposed to be somewhere else.ó 

 

Joe had been feeling this way for several months 
before he could truly express the thoughts 
growing in his mind.  Iõd noticed his discontent, 
but he could never put his finger on exactly what 
was wrong. One Sunday morning, we watched a 
mission moment about a missionary seminary 
teacher in Beirut. We were both moved to tears; 
the Holy Spirit had stirred something in our 
hearts. Immediately after church, we decided to 
go house-hunting. We had been discussing 
moving to the north side of town to cut our gas 
costs, since the school and church were so far 
away. As we looked at homes, Joe became more 

and more frustrated until he finally spurted out: 
òI donõt know why weõre looking at houses. 
Weõre not going to be here much longer 
anyway!ó I was amazed to hear myself answer, 

òYou feel that way too?ó 

This was the beginning of a fervent discussion 
on what the Holy Spirit was leading us to do 
with the gifts and 
talents He has given 
us. Joe and I have 
always had a love for 
teenagers and a 
desire to see them 
come to know Christ 
and grow deeper in 
their faith. Joeõs 
teaching ability and 
outgoing, accepting 
personality have 
made it easy for him 
to build relationships 
with young people 
regardless of race or 
social background. 
My desire is to guide 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 

Elders Mtg. 8:05a 
Overbyõs Mission 

Moment  
Jessica Goodbye  

3 
Wives and 

Motherõs Cell 
Group, 12 Noon 

4 5 

AWANA  
Leader Appre-
ciation Dinner 

6:30p 

6 
 

Iron Men, 12p 

7 8 

Floor Plan Plan-
ning Committee 

Breakfast 9a 

9 

Happy 

Motherõs 

Day!  

10 

 
 

DMC Mtg. 6:30p 

11 12 13 

Iron Men, 12 p 
 

Missions  
Committee Mtg.  

14 15 

16 

Elders Mtg. 8:05a 
 

ADCOM Mtg. 3p 

17 18 19 20 
Iron Men, 12 p 

21 22 

23 

Pentecost Sunday 
PRAY Permian 
Basin Prayer  
Gathering 6p 

24 25 26 27 
Iron Men, 12 p 

28 29 

30 31      

M ay  2 0 1 0  

9 



 

A Very Special Missions Moment 
Sunday, May 2nd we will have a very 

special Missions Moment during the 

morning worship service.  The  

Overbyôs will be sharing with us  about 

the exciting journey that began just a few 

short weeks ago and has led them to mis-

sionary work in Vienna.  Please make 

sure to be here  to hear about what God 

has been doing in this familyôs lives.  
 

Itôs a Celebration In Honor of 

Jessica Lee 
Please join us in celebrating with Jes-

sica her acceptance into medical 

school, and wishing her well in this 

new journey upon which she is em-

barking. Jessica is leaving for the Dal-

las area to continue her schooling as 

she pursues her ambition to be a medi-

cal missionary with the C&MA.  

We will have a luncheon of finger 

foods immediately following the morn-

ing worship service Sunday, May 

2nd.  Please make plans to stay and 

wish Jessica Lee a fond farewell.  

If you have any questions or would like 

to help, please speak with Teresa Stickel 

as soon as possible 432-413-8308.  

 

Breakfast Floor-Plan Planning  

Committee Meeting  
A Floor-Plan Planning Committee 

meeting/breakfast is scheduled for Sat-

urday, May 8th at 9a.  All Elders, 

Deacons, Deaconess and ADCOM 

Members are automatically part of the 

Floor-Plan Planning Committee. Any-

one else who would like to be a part of 

this discussion on how best to utilize 

the space we have and hope to have in 

our new construction is invited to be a 

part of the committee.  If you have any 

questions please speak with Pastor 

Larry.  

Disciplemaking  

Committee Meetings 
The DMC will meet Monday, May 

10th at 6:30p.   

 

Missions Committee Meeting 
The Missions Committee will meet 

Thursday, May 13th.  Please speak 

with Pastor Micah for the meeting 

time.  

Wives and Mothers Cell 

Group 
Every other Monday at 12p this cell 

group meets at the Leeôs home lo-

cated at 5425 Basswood Cr. We will 

be meeting again Monday, May 3rd.  

If you have any questions please 

speak with Laura Lee.  

 

Chiaro Scurro 
The youth group meets Sunday after-

noons at 3:30p. Please speak with 

Pastor Micah for more information. 
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Donõt Forget 
Motherõs 
Day Sunday, 
May 9th!  

Moms, be here that Sunday for a 
chance at a  $50.00 Mary Kay 
gift certificate!  

 

Administrative Committee  

Meeting  
ADCOM will meet Sunday, May 16th, at 

3pm.  All committee members are asked 

to attend or let Pastor Larry know if you 

must be absent. ADCOM meetings are 

always open to anyone who would like 

to sit in.   

 

Elders Prayer Dinner 
Elders will meet Saturday, May 1st at 

6:30p for dinner and prayer. 

 

Elders Meetings 
Our church Elders will meet Sunday 

mornings, May 2nd  and 16th at 8:05a.  

 

Start of the GCF Drive 
It is  now the time to start, if you have-

nôt already, collecting your spare 

change so that we can combine it as a 

congregation and send as a special 

Great Commission Offering.  

  

AWANA Leaders  

Appreciation Dinner 
We will celebrate all of our AWANA 

leaders and workers for another year 

well done by serving a meal in their 

honor, Wednesday, May 5th at 6:30p  

All AWNANA workers are encour-

aged to attend..  If you would like to 

help, please speak with Pastor Micah 

as soon as possible.  

 

  

 

Pentecost Sunday  
PRAY Permian Basin Prayer  

Gathering 

Sunday, May 23rd 2010 

At 6:00pm  

McGraw Center 

1709 Northrup, Midland, TX. 

For more information call  

(432)296-0994 
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G 
reat Commission Sunday is more than just an annual 

tradition to collect money, it is a celebration of what 

God is accomplishing through the worldwide work 

of the Christian and Missionary Alliance.(C&MA)  

Great Commission Sunday is an opportunity for our church to 

express its commitment to reaching lost people with a gift to 

Alliance Ministries. This year the church is again distributing 

òmoneyó boxes to be used to gather your spare change, and 

dollars. If you are interested in learning more about C&MA 

Missions, the website (cmalliance.org) is a great source for 

reference material. 

C&MA career workers are highly trained 

men and women involved in 

established creative evangelistic 

ministries such as òlife issuesó discussion 

groups and marriage enrichment 

conferences. They engage in managing 

coffee house ministries or building 

innovative youth centers for after -school 

activities and study programs.  It is 

basically living the gospel in relationship 

with others.  

Partnership between the C&MA and its 

career missionaries is a serious 

commitment reflected through full 

funding and rigorous preparation.  

Long-term workers are fully supported 

through the Allianceõs Great 

Commission Fund. They are relieved 

from the pressures of raising their own 

support and are able to focus on the call 

of God in their lives. C&MA career 

missionaries arrive on the field with solid theological and 

missionõs training and at least two years of full-time ministry 

experience.  They also have been trained in the language and 

are equipped to engage people on a personal level. 

Bob Fetherlin, Vice President of International Ministries regularly 

casts the vision of our missions ministry in his blog. One of his 

blogs entitled òRetreat when the goinõ gets tough?ó deals with 

the recent personnel reduction of thirty missionaries in light of 

the economic challenges impacting our nation.  In this blog, 

Fetherlin recounts some interesting facts set forth by a C&MA 

missionary named Tim. The Alliance has faced difficult times 

before, but the mission has always continued to move forward.  

DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

During the years of The Great Depression, C&MA missionaries 

first entered Cote Dõlvoire in 1929-30, planting the first churches 

among the Baoule people. Today there are some 2,200 

churches there with over 300,000 Alliance believers. 

In 1929, Alliance workers also went to Laos, out of which God 

called the Hmong people in masse to Himself. Due to war, and 

persecution they have emigrated all over the world, taking the 

gospel with them.  

When the depression was at its height, Robert Jaffray established 

the first congregations of the Kemah Injil Church in Indonesia, 

which now numbers about 2,500 churches and over one half 

million constituents. 

DURING WORLD WAR II 

The Alliance refused to retreat under the pressure of war, 

pledging in 1942 to send out 250 new missionaries. Within four 

years, this goal had been achieved! 

DURING THE VIETNAM WAR 

Year 2008 marked the fortieth anniversary of the ultimate 

sacrifice of Bob Ziemer, Ed and Ruth 

Thompson, Ruth Wilting, Betty Olsen, 

and Carolyn and Leon Griswold, all of 

whom died during the Tet offensive.  

Already in 1962 the Viet Cong had 

taken Archie Mitchell, Dr. Ardell Vietti 

and Dan Gerber from the 

Banmethuot Leprosarium.  Today in 

the Vietnamese CMA (Tin Lanh) 

numbers over one million believers! 

DURING THIS RECESSION? 

What if the Alliance had turned 

inward during those trying times and 

followed the natural tendency to give 

less for fear of lack? What if we had 

retreated from a world in turmoil? 

What incredible opportunities  might 

have been lost forever? 

Tim concludes his thoughts saying òI 

am convinced that, during these bad 

times, history will record another remarkable advance of the 

gospel if we do not fall back!ó  Fetherlin ends the blog with the 

thought that òMay we not shrink back.  May He multiply our 

efforts and impact.  May we be so consumed with passion for 

Him and His mission that we advance, even during these 

challenging times!ó 

May the same be true of us here at Fellowship Community 

Church. We too have experienced the economic set-backs of the 

recent recession, even as we have expressed a desire to advance 

our own mission by expanding our facilitiesñall the while 

continuing to aggressively support the church planting work of 

the Filipino church in Lubbock and the RockPointe church in San 

Antonio, as well as the missions work of the Kohls and now the 

Overbys (whew!). 

It seems as though opportunities to advance often come at those 

times when the temptation to hold back and slow down are 

strongest. Let us therefore remain strong in our mission just as 

our forefathers have done in years past. Â 

Great Commission Sunday 
John Wollaston 

C&MA Ministry Cycle 
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young people as they strive to discover their 
gifts and understand how God wants to use 
these gifts to glorify Himself. Late that 
evening, we discerned the Spirit was urging 
us to explore serving as teachers overseas in 
order to plant the seeds of the Gospel in 
future generations.  

 
We first considered entering the public 
school system of an English speaking nation 
in Europe, while doing church planting 
work in the evenings. Joe spoke to several 
people who gave him invaluable counsel 
about the pros and cons of this approach, 
including our pastor and the director of 
IFAP, which is a C&MA ministry that 
empowers professionals who are employed 
overseas to work as òtent-making 
missionaries.ó  Truthfully, the reason we 
considered this approach is the financial 
security it brings. You know each month you 
will get a paycheck from a secular source, 
and the church work you do is on the side 
rather than a òfull-timeó profession, although 
you live your life in a way to glorify Christ 

(Continued from page 1) through your secular work. Many of the 
cons in choosing this way include the 
difficulty of obtaining a work visa, not 
having a support system for the family in 
the new country, and not having a 
sending church family for prayer and 
spiritual support. 
Finally, as we explored the idea of 
teaching at missionary international 

schools, God 
threw open the 
doors of 
opportunity so we 
could fly right 
through them. Joe 
sent an inquiry 
email to a recruiter 
for Vienna 
Christian School on 
Monday morning, 
and by that 
evening had spent 

two hours with her on the phone. Joe 
had several phone interviews and was 
offered a job to teach upper level math 
and social studies less than two weeks 
after the initial contact. In this whirlwind 
hiring process, we have had days filled 
with excitement and astonishment about 
the awesomeness of God and the 
thrilling way He fulfills His plan in the 
lives of His children. And days consumed 
with an overwhelming feeling of 
inadequacy and doubt wondering how 
any of this will ever be fulfilled. 
 
We are ecstatic about the impact we can 
have on the next generation of 
international leaders. Many students who 
attend Vienna Christian School have 
parents who are influential in the 
business and diplomatic communities. 
These students represent over 30 
different nations and many different 
religious backgrounds. Through the lives 
of their missionary teachers, they are 
seeing the Gospel in action and hearing 
it presented through their classrooms. As 
Joe teaches and our kids attend school, 
they will have one -on-one opportunities 
to show Christ to these 
international students. 
My role as support staff 
will allow me to have 
first contact with many 
of their parents and 
other community 
members. 
 
However, in order to 
make an impact on 
these students, we have 
much to complete 
before we leave for 
Vienna. Our home, cars, 

and possessions must sell in order to 
pay off debt we have accrued the last 
15 years of marriage. We must also 
completely fund our monthly salary, as 
well as the initial costs of getting to 
Vienna and setting up our apartment. 
This means finding financial and prayer 
supporters who will partner with us in 
our missionary journey. We will begin 
fundraising full time this month; we 
continually pray that the Holy Spirit will 
lead our friends and family to join our 
team. Completely relying on God for His 
financial provision is one of the true 
challenges in accepting a missionary 
teaching job.  
 
We continue to deal with daily 
emotional and spiritual hardships. Many 
of our family members are not 
supportive of this move and question 
the validity of the call of God on our 
lives. Our children flip-flop attitudes 
daily. Some days they canõt wait to get 
on the plane and meet new friends and 
other days they cry about leaving òthe 
little green churchó and our friends and 
family. Co-workers look at us as if we 
have lost our minds. But we press on, 
hoping to complete the race and finish 
it well, knowing that God has promised 
to complete the good work He has 
started in our lives. 
 
Please pray for us as we begin this 
journey to Vienna. Pray that we will 
continue to grow in our faith and see 
God complete this miraculous work. 
Pray for our kids and family that they 
will embrace the call God has on our 
lives. Pray that we will be ready for the 
task at hand and that God will send the 
financial and prayer support we need. 
Thank you for praying for us already. 
We would not have made it this far 
without the prayers and gifts of our 
church family. Nor would we have ever 
heard Godõs call to missions if He had 
not first called us to Fellowship 
Community Church. Â 


