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I  
f you were not here for the tea on September 26th, you really missed a bless-

ing! My great friend (and WONDERFUL speaker), Suzie Duke, led us in a great 

day of fellowship and worship. We ate scones and drank tea for brunch, we lis-

tened to Suzie sing and pray, then we ate a great lunch and drank tea. But that 

wasnôt the best part.  When we exchanged teacups, we each told what the cup meant to us 

&/or where we got them. Some brought cups from antique shops in town, some from 

Grandmaôs collection. Some brought cups given to them by someone special and some 

had received them in trade from a tea party before. Suzie told us heart wrenching stories 

about her grief at losing an 18 year old son in a car accident, and that she has started a 

grief recovery program in her area near Dallas. She told us how she started writing for the 

public, and about her dog named Wolfie. She said that through it all, God is the one who 

gets her where He wants her to be. Suzie said that she would not be a speaker, author, or 

leader with Godôs hand on her at all times. She is a very inspirational woman and, as I 

said earlier, a wonderful speaker. Suzie told us about going to the Precious Moments 

chapel and that she could almost not speak for the beauty and majesty of the artwork there which was led by God 

Himself!  We hope to have Suzie come back next year and share with us again. If you were not able to come, 

PLEASE save that Saturday (when we decide the date) and plan to have tea with Jesus Himself.ƴ 

   A Tea Party with Jesus   
   Cindy Cuny 

Texas Hunterôs Safety Certification Course Taught at FCC 
This past weekend, October 2 and 3, FCC sponsored what is hoped to be the first of many Hunterõs Safety Certifica-

tion Courses to come. Twenty-three students attended the ten -hour course that was taught by state -certified instruc-

tor, Gaylene Stansbery. The course included an opportunity to shoot rifles at the Midland Shooters 

Association Rifle and Pistol Range just south of town. Of the twenty-three students attending the 

course, only five were from FCC. This means that nearly 20 people were introduced to our church 

through the program.  

Hunter education provides instruction in Texas hunting regulations, wildlife management and identifi-

cation, conservation, ethics, firearm and hunting safety, and outdoor skills and responsibility. As the 

hunting course began, Pastor Larry explained that having such a course at a church is fully consistent 

with our stewardship mandate, and that the current trend of opposing hunting out of a supposed 

love for animals and a desire to protect Godõs creation is in fact ill-informed and entirely misguided. 

Inasmuch as God has charged us to be good stewards of his creation, Pastor Larry explained that 

game management and conservation requires responsible hunting in order to keep herds consistently 

healthy. Disease, malnourishment, starvation, and wide population swings will result when wildlife is 

not wisely managed, which is tantamount to animal cruelty.  
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        9-3p 
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6-9p 
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Precept 9a 

 
AWANA 6:30p 
Rocket Night! 

 

Car Show 

Trunk- n -

Treat 



Administrative Committee  

Meeting  

ADCOM will meet Sunday, October 

18th, at 3pm.  All committee mem-

bers are asked to make plans to at-

tend, or let Pastor Larry know if you 

must be absent.  ADCOM meetings 

are always open to anyone who 

would like to sit in.   

 

 

 

 

Elders Meetings 

Our church Elders will meet Sun-

day, October 18th, at 8:05a.   

 

Precept Upon Precept 

This womenõs Precept Bible Study 

meets Wednesday morning at 9a.  

If you have any questions, please 

speak with Renae Noe.   

 

SWD  Prayer 

Vision Visit 

FCC is hosting this 

event on Friday, 

October 16th, be-

ginning at 6p -9p, 

and Saturday the 

17th from 9a -3p.  C&MA churches 

from the surrounding area will join 

us for a time of prayer, testimony 

and fellowship.  Please come and 

participate in this focused time of 

prayer, worship, and testimony.   

 

MercyMe in Concert 

MercyMe, with special guests Tenth 

Avenue North and Jonny Diaz, will 

Brigitte 

Gabriel 

Comes 

to Mid-

land  

Brigitte 

Gabriel is 

one of the 

leading terrorism experts in the 

world who provides information 

and analysis on the rise of global 

Islamic terrorism.  She lectures na-

tionally and internationally about 

terrorism and  current affairs, and 

she will be here in Midland, Sun-

day October 25th, at 6p, at First 

Baptist Church.  She will share her 

insight and expertise about Is-

lamic extremism and the threat it 

holds for our nation.  More infor-

mation about Ms. Gabriel can be 

found on the bulleting board in 

the education building.  

 

STRENGTHEN, REBUILD 
REJOICE 

True-Lite Christian Fellowship Church  
Marriage Seminar 

October 22nd 6p -9p 
October 23rd 6p -9p 
October 24th 9a -4p 

$50 per couple 
(scholarships 
available).  Lim-
ited seating avail-
able. Call 687-
3077 for more 

information ƴ 
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   Events of interest   

V O L U M E 1 0 ,  IS S U E 8  

be in concert on Thursday, Novem-

ber 12, 2009, at 7 p.m. at Stonegate 

Fellowship.  Tickets are $20 each; 

everyone who enters must present a 

ticket, regardless of age.   This concert is 

not recommended for small children, 

due to sound levels; however, if chil-

dren are attending, they will be re-

quired to have a ticket of their own. 

Childcare will NOT be provided for this 

event. Tickets will go on sale on Sun-

day, October 11, at Stonegate in the 

foyer at 7:45 am.  They will be released 

for sale to the public on Monday, Octo-

ber 12, and will be available during the 

week only at the Stonegate office 

(north of the auditorium). Tickets are 

limited; please get your tickets early 

while they are available. 

 

Car Show / Trunk and Treat  

This yearõs annual car show will be 

held on October 31st as an alterna-

tive to Halloween. Car owners will 

be distributing candy , a jumper or 

maze will be available for the kids, 

and classic and muscle cars will be 

available for viewing. Prizes will be 

given away, the hot dog stand guy 

will be present with food, and fun 

will be had by all.  Please be make 

plans to join us for this fun event. 



Mark Camilloôs Response to Pastor 

Larryôs Blog: Will The Real Atheist 

Please Stand? 

(www.mywesttexas.com/life/faith)  

Larry, I think it is you that has little 

understanding of what it means to be an 

atheist. You made up your own defini-

tions and then patronized each with 

arguments that can easily be used 

against Christianity. The irony of it, 

and I believe it to be quite sad, is that 

you are not willing to see that we are 

more alike than we will ever be differ-

ent. 

 

Being an atheist isn't about running 

from guilt or wanting to live a life of 

debauchery, it's merely a point of view 

about the order of the universe. I be-

lieve in all of the golden rules of being 

a good person, and the beauty of it is 

that I am a good person freely. I am not 

kind because I want a reward. The fear 

of God is not what keeps me from 

stealing or sleeping with my neighbor's 

wife. I am a good person because I 

have the common sense to realize that 

life is so much more enjoyable if lived 

in harmony. 

 

I believe if you take the time to look at 

nature and humanity's role, it is an easy 

conclusion to see that we are indeed a 

small part of something so vast it's hard 

to comprehend. Some people see nature 

in all its beauty and determine there 

must be divine intervention. After read-

ing the bible and giving myself a heart 

to heart on what I truly felt and saw 

around me, I couldn't prescribe to the 

notion that the universe was the work 

of any being. And the idea that human-

ity is the center of it all seems utterly 

without merit to me. 

 

I have taken the time to explore my 

beliefs over the years. There was a time 

when I thought of myself as agnostic. I 

considered myself agnostic because I 

don't have the answers to unlock the 

mysteries of the universe. I thought 

Larryôs Response to Mark 

Mark: Wow! I am so pleased that my 

blog has touched off such an interesting 

response. I'll take your word for it that 

you are one of the thoughtful atheists 

that I mentioned in my blog (and if 

your comment about us being "more 

alike than we'll ever be different" is in 

reference to that fact that too many 

Christians are also thoughtless about 

their faith, then I'm on board!). 

 

I've always wanted to enter into serious 

dialog with a truly thoughtful atheist, 

so I am hoping we can carry on a con-

versation a bit longer and in more depth 

than even a format like this allows. 

Let's get together sometime. I'll buy 

lunch. 

 

More particularly, and in light of your 

comment that you "believe in the 

golden rules of being a good person," 

and you consider yourself to be "a good 

person freely," I'm interested to know 

why you have such a belief, and by 

what objective standard you define 

your own goodness and free will. Being 

the thoughtful atheist that you are, I'm 

sure you are aware that these issues 

represent several of the huge (and I 

believe insurmountable) problems of 

atheism (i.e., whether "goodness" is 

even a meaningful concept without 

God, how a world without God can 

offer the possibility of freedomðas 

opposed to determinism, and why an 

atheist would even care). 

 

Since you mention as well that you 

have, in effect, looked into the universe 

and come to the conclusion that hu-

manity could not be the center of it 

(which, you are correct to imply, is the 

Christian viewðas long as it is under-

stood that God is the Designer and 

thereby stands outside of it), I'm inter-

ested to know what your take is on the 

"anthropic principle" that has capti-

vated the thinking of so many cosmolo-

gists? Even many thoughtful atheistic 

(Continued on page 6) 

PA G E 4  

that, because I don't have the answers, I 

couldn't truly commit to one side or the 

other. But, on further investigation I 

realized that, though I admit to having 

questions, I don't question my belief in 

God. I don't say this to belittle you or 

your belief system, but merely to state 

how I came to my own. The bible, to 

me, is a folk story written 2000+ years 

ago that doesn't begin to explain a uni-

verse millions upon millions of years 

old. It's a good story with a lot of well 

intentioned people trying to keep soci-

ety from tearing itself apart. For me I 

see little more than a fair set of rules to 

live life by in that particular time pe-

riod. I feel Genesis is a poor explana-

tion to the root of the universe and, 

really, not believing Genesis makes the 

rest of the story fall apart. 

We are in agreement on one thing. I too 

believe the "practical atheists" as you 

call them are the most dangerous 

among us. I prefer to think of them as 

fair weather Christians, but the placing 

of the negative association shouldn't be 

our focus. I see the Sunday Christians 

as the folks that find ways to do what-

ever they want "in the name of God," 

and that scares me. 

 

You may not agree with me, but I hope 

that you will find it to respect that there 

are people, like myself, who have op-

posing beliefs that didn't come by them 

out of laziness or with a sheep's mental-

ity. The question is, can we put our 

religious beliefs aside to realize that 

most people want the same things out 

of life? I believe that people want to 

live happy, productive lives. They want 

to spend quality time with their loved 

ones. And, of course, they want their 

basic needs met. We have the ability to 

feed, clothe, and house every man, 

woman, and child in this world yet we 

don't. I'm an atheist and I believe that's 

the right thing to do. What is the Chris-

tian thing to do, Larry? 

 

 

N E W S L E T T E R T I T L E  

Pastor Larry Debates with an Avowed Atheist  

http://www.mywesttexas.com/life/faith
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Pastor Larry went on to explain that a worldview opposed to hunting is 

most often rooted in Eastern religious concepts related to pantheism 

(everything in nature is God) or panentheism (God is in everything in 

nature). A Judeo-Christian worldview, on the other hand, teaches that 

only Man has a spirit, and that, as the pinnacle of creation, he has been 

given stewardship over all of the rest of creation to use (not abuse) it for 

his own pur-

poses and well 

being. This in-

cludes killing 

animals for 

both food and 

clothing, which 

necessarily in-

cludes both domesticated (livestock) and non-domesticated (wildlife) animals. 

Teaching hunters how to safely and wisely fulfill that stewardship mandate is 

therefore entirely appropriate for a Christian church.  

While every hunter born on or after September 2, 1971, must successfully 

complete a Hunter Education Training Course in order to hunt in the State of 

Texas, it is also true that hunters born well before that time must also have the 

certification in order to hunt on some Federal properties in Texas, and as out-

of-state hunters in many other states. If you are interested in participating in 

another course of this nature, please contact Pastor Larry and heõll see about 

scheduling one in the near future.ƴ 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Alliance Responds to 

Disaster Survivors 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.ðThe Christian and 

Missionary Alliance is bringing help and hope to 

those devastated by recent disasters in the Pacific 

Rim. More than 1,100 people died in the September 

30 earthquake in Padang, Indonesia, and over 300 

perished in the Philippines and Vietnam after Ty-

phoon Ketsana leveled the coastal areas of both coun-

tries. The typhoon has affected about 1.4 million peo-

ple and has damaged or submerged more than 

350,000 houses. 

 

CAMA, the relief and development arm of The Alli-

ance, has responded to the flooding in Manila with a 

$5,000 donation to the Christian and Missionary Alli-

ance Churches of the Philippines (CAMACOP). This 

will be used to assist communities where Alliance 

churches are located. In Vietnam, CAMA is working 

with PACCOM, a government agency, and the Tinh Lanh (Alliance) Church, the latter as allowed by the government. 

 

In Indonesia, CAMA is working with Alliance national church leadership and TALI, the relief and development arm of the C&MA of Indonesia. A 

survey team has been on the ground in the earthquake affected area to determine how best to respond to current needs. 

 

ñThe devastation is overwhelming,ò reports an Alliance relief worker. ñSo many homes and families have been affected not only in Padang, the 

central point of the quake, but also in the outlying areas where help is just now beginning. Right now, we are focusing on gathering supplies so 

people can begin to rebuild their homes and not have to stay in tents, or worse, without shelter. Many of the bigger relief organizations are provid-

ing food, water, and immediate shelter. Our team would like to focus on helping people rebuild their lives. This will mean supplies and also people 
(Continued on page 7) 



cosmologists agree that the universe 

appears to exist for the purpose of sup-

porting human life, even though they 

don't themselves particularly believe 

that it does. You've peered into the uni-

verse and seen nothing but meaning-

lessness and purposelessness. It sounds 

to me like someone (either you or 

them) is looking in the wrong direction. 

I'd be interested in knowing why you're 

so certain that you've got it right. 

 

You've also said that "the bible, to me, 

is a folk story written 2000+ years 

ago." I'm not surprised you think so, 

but it begs the question: is it? I know 

that's what you think in your "heart-of-

hearts", but what if you think wrong? 

What evidence (reasons) do you have 

that that is true? Since you've read the 

Bible, I'm assuming you can give me 

some good examplesðyou know, one's 

that have not already been effectively 

answered. (By the way, most atheists 

have given up on this line and are now 

simply embracing the postmodern view 

that language itself is meaningless.) 

 

Finally, I too am frightened by people 

who claim to be Christian and then 

justify their evil in God's name. But let 

me give you a word of encouragement: 

When a person does evil in the name of 

God, at least he or she is admitting to 

an objective authority outside himself 

or herself to which he or she can be 

held accountable (and ultimately will  

be held accountable). It is those who do 

not believe in such an objective source 

and standard of right and wrong that 

scare me even more! The Christian 

church, for example, has committed 

some horrible acts of evil (a judgment 

that can only be made from a Christian 

perspective, interestingly enough), but 

the church has thankfully always been 

willing to self-judge and self-correct. It 

is, unfortunately the atheisms-gone-

mad (Nazism, Communism, pro-

choicism, etc.) that have committed the 

most horrendous acts of evil in our 

world. Quantify the atrocities of Chris-

tianity and measure them against the 

atrocities of non-Christianity and the 

(Continued from page 4) Christians dig wells, build hospitals, 

teach hygiene, rescue children from 

sexual exploitation, end slavery, bring 

human rights to women and the op-

pressed, establish democracies, teach 

agriculture, and give more money to 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and 

house the homeless than any of the 

other identifiable demographicsð

including especially atheistic secular-

istsðknown to the past and the present 

(every Christian missionðand there 

are thousandsðare doing this even as 

we debate it, but I'm hard pressed to 

think of even a few secular organiza-

tions that are doing anything similar, 

unless you count saving trees and 

whales). 

 

Christians are indeed commanded to 

care for the needy, but we're also told 

that, "if a man doesn't work, he doesn't 

eat". It is a tension that recognizes that 

Christian love must sometimes be 

tough-love, because teaching a man to 

live free is even more valuable than life 

itself (you know, in the "give-me-

liberty-or-give-me-death" kind of way). 

 

Like you in your atheism, I, in my 

Christian theism, am trying to be 

thoughtful. I too have worked hard to 

not come to my religious perspective 

thoughtlessly, so let's keep talking, eh?

ƴ 
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difference is striking and undeniable. 

 

I do respect those who are truly 

thoughtful about their atheism. I'm 

sorry that my disrespect for those who 

are merely "convenient" or "practical" 

atheists was not clear enough to reflect 

the difference. In answer to your ques-

tion, however, as to whether or not we 

can "put our religious beliefs aside to 

realize that most people want the same 

things out of life," I'm afraid that I must 

answer to the negative. Religion is of 

such a nature that it cannot be "put 

aside." I am no more able to put my 

theistic religion aside than you are you 

atheistic religion. It is who I am. And 

because it is who I am, I must tell you 

that I don't necessarily want the same 

things you want. "Happiness" and a 

"productive life" are indeed wonderful 

goals in life, but what I want more than 

anything else is to live a life that is 

pleasing to God (I doubt you share this 

primary desire). I would also disagree 

that we have the ability to feed, clothe, 

and house every man, woman, and 

child in this worldðas long, that is, as 

we allow them the freedom to choose 

to live as they wish. Perhaps if we take 

away their freedom we could accom-

plish this, although the logistics of it 

would make it far more difficult than 

the utopians pretend to believe 

(Interestingly, I would argue that it is in 

places where Christianity flourishes 

that the fewest hungry people are 

found). And as a system of economics, 

any political, social or economic sys-

tem that attempts to feed everyone 

would eventually collapse, as has every 

previous attempt to accomplish such a 

thing up to the present. Freedom re-

quires that a man be made ultimately 

responsible for his own stomach. 

 

What is the Christian thing to do? First, 

it is to share with people the goodnews 

about forgiveness and how to enter into 

a right relationship with God through 

faith in the atoning work of Christ on 

the cross (when people embrace this 

truth, their communities demonstrably 

transform, ending much of the suffer-

ing they endure due to the false world-

view they have left behind). Then, we 

N E W S L E T T E R T I T L E  

Pastor Larry is an official religion blog-

ger on the www.mywesttexas.com 

website that is managed by the Mid-
land Reporter Telegram. Many more 

blogs are posted there is you enjoy 

that kind of thing.  

 

Larryõs blog has the below picture 

identifying it.  

 



exist under Texas law, using the Full Faith and Credit clause 

of the U.S Constitution as the weapon, is the very reason we 

mobilized pastors and pro-marriage citizens across the state, 

lobbied the legislature, and won this important victory. We 

reject the premise that one judge acting as 

a monarch may overturn the majority votes 

of both chambers of our legislature and 

seventy-six percent of the Texas voters.ò 

ñThirty out of thirty states who have put 

this vote before the people have passed 

constitutional protections against this very 

kind of judicial activism and out of control 

judges like Callahan. She has proven her-

self unfit to serve on the bench and we not 

only support Texas Attorney General Greg 

Abbottôs commitment to appeal this deci-

sion as far as needed for victory, but we 

will again mobilize pastors of every race 

and denomination across Texas to stand 

with him.ò 

ñWhen our society is attempting to desperately solve the so-

cial, cultural, economic and justice system chaos created by 

the breakdown of marriage and the nuclear family, it is in-

cumbent upon every citizen of faith and every responsible 

pastor to stand in the gap and defend these type of assaults 

against our most vital national institution.ò ƴ 

Inter -racial pastorsô organization hopes that 

judge Tena Callahanôs decision to effectively 

nullify Texasô Defense of Marriage Amendment 

will be overturned 

Houston, TX- the Texas Pastor Coun-

cil, an inter-racial, interdenomina-

tional organization representing local 

pastor councils in Houston, Austin, 

Beaumont, El Paso, and other pastors 

throughout the state issued the fol-

lowing statement in  response to Dal-

las-area State District Court judge 

Tena Callahanôs recent ruling to 

grant a divorce to a same sex couple: 

ñWe have no doubt that neither a 

Texas Appeals Court the Texas Su-

preme Court nor any federal court in 

the foreseeable future will uphold 

this outrageous act of judicial ag-

gression against marriage, representative government and the 

Texas Constitution by Judge Tena Callahan. Her arrogant act 

attempting to singlehandedly overturn the vote of 1,723,782 

Texans who voted in 2005 for Proposition 2, stating in our 

state Constitution that marriage is only between one man and 

woman, is legally and morally indefensible.ò 

ñTorturing out of our state Constitution and Family Code that 

a court may dissolve an institution which does not legally 

 

who will be able to stay to help distribute materials and over-

see the project.ò 

 

For more information on relief efforts or to donate, visit 

www.cmalliance.org/give/relief/ or call 719-265-2039. 

The Alliance is a fellowship of evangelical believers joined 

together in local churches, dedicated to fulfilling Christôs 

command to make disciples of all nations. The Alliance has 

a thoroughly evangelical doctrinal statement and encourages 

believers from diverse backgrounds and theological tradi-

tions to unite to complete Christôs Great Commission. 

 

CONTACT: 

Phil Skellie, President of Compassion and Mercy Associates 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance 

Phone: 719-265-2039 

www.cmalliance.org 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Pro-Marriage Pastors Declare Dallas Judgeôs Decision ñjudicial 

aggressionò 
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